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League. It was started in Picardy (1576), but it had
its centre in Paris. There were henceforth three
parties: Protestants, Leaguers and Royalists.

The Leaguers were soon masters of all the towns in
the North and East of France; their chief Avas Henry
of Guise; they put themselves under the protection of
the Catholic sovereigns, the King of Spain and the
pope, who sent them money and troops.

The Protestants were driven back to the southwest;
their centre was at la Rochclle; and they had for their
chief a prince of the blood, Henry of Bourbon, King
of Navarre. Henry was not a very good Protestant;
he had been a Catholic for two years, then for three
months he remained without any religion, and even
when he had become a Calvinist again it happened that
one day, when he was eating some cherries during the
sermon, he threw the stones at the head of the pastor;
he led the kind of life that was not at all pleasing to
the faithful The Protestants had for their allies the
Queen of England and several German princes. Be-
tween these two parties Henry III. sought to main-
tain the Royalist party, which continually grew more
feeble,

A time came when the Leaguers were strong enough
to constrain the king to join with them against the
Protestants. Henry III. had no children; his brother,
the Duke of Anjou, who was to have been his suc-
cessor, died in 1585; his nearest relative proved to
be the chief of the Protestant party, Henry of Navarre.
The Catholics did not want to accept for their king one
who had relapsed into heresy, whom the pope had just
excommunicated; the Leaguers tried to force from